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POLITICAL SCIENCE 103 

AMERICAN POLITICS 
 

Monmouth College, Spring 2016 

Section 1: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday, 9:00-9:50 a.m. 

Section 2: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday, 10:00-10:50 a.m. 

CSB 270 

 

Professor Nathan P. Kalmoe
1
 

Office: CSB 332 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., and by appointment 

Email: nkalmoe@monmouthcollege.edu  

 
Course Description & Objectives 
This course provides an introductory tour of American government and politics. We will use theories of politics, as well 

as historical and current events, to develop an understanding of the structures and processes of our government.  The focus 

will be on national politics but we’ll touch on global, state, and local politics as well.  

 

Through lectures, readings, videos, discussion, and activities each day, this course helps you learn how American politics 

works, what’s happening now, and major issues facing the nation, all while honing analytical & advocacy skills.  

 

Political Chess! Politics always has winners & losers. Whether you’re on one side or the other depends on the rules of the 

game, preferences among the players, and your skill. We’ll frequently end with activities & games that highlight the 

strategy behind American politics and the constraints that shape what is possible. 

 

Weekly Debates! We’ll talk about current policy issues and how our system should work, often with articles.  

 

What’s in the News? Every day, we’ll begin by briefly highlighting current events, especially on the day’s topic. You’ll 

contribute what you’ve heard, plus let us know about upcoming activities on campus.  

 

In class, I’ll present Republican & Democratic (and other) perspectives on our topics. I won’t take sides on controversial 

issues, and I’ll challenge your views wherever you stand. If I’m doing my job, you won’t know my politics at all.  

 

If you’re interested in politics or a career tied to politics or government, you should consider a major/minor in political 

science. It’s great for careers in law, government agencies, political parties & interest groups, campaigns, journalism, 

teaching, non-profits, think tanks, grad school, & academia. Of course, it also helps you be a better, more knowledgeable 

citizen and a more effective advocate for your views. I’m happy to talk more about PS & career opportunities with you.  

 

Required Reading Materials 
There is a moderate amount of reading for this class – around 50 pages per week. You won’t succeed in this class 

without carefully reading assigned material. You are required to get three books (buy new/used, rent, borrow): 

 

Kernell et al. (2014). The Logic of American Politics. 6
th
 Edition. (This is the cheaper edition to save you $) 

 

John Sides & Lynn Vavreck. (2013). The Gamble: Choice and Chance in the 2012 Presidential Election. Princeton, N.J.: 

Princeton University Press. (225 pages) 

 

Ta-Nehisi Coates. (2015). Between the World and Me.  

 

                                                 
1
 Instructor materials for this class have been adapted from materials in similar courses by Professors Charles Shipan, Arthur Lupia, 

Vincent Hutchings, and Ken Kollman at the University of Michigan.  
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There are also a few short (2-4 pages) journalism articles to read for our issue debates, available on our class webpage.  

 

Study resources: Lecture slides, exam study guides, readings, your notes, fellow students, me 

(http://nkalmoe.wordpress.com/american-politics/).   

 

Textbook website: practice quizzes, chapter summaries, flashcards 

(http://college.cqpress.com/sites/logic6e/Home.aspx). 

 

Current Events Sources 

I recommend you follow current events during (and after) this class. Here are some options: 
Nat’l Newspapers: Wall Street Journal www.wsj.com  

   New York Times  www.nyt.com  

   USA Today  www.usatoday.com  

   Washington Post  www.washingtonpost.com  

  

Cable/Public:  NPR   www.npr.org    

CNN   www.cnn.com 

Fox News  www.foxnews.com 

MSNBC   www.msnbc.com  

  

Regional & Local: Chicago Tribune  www.chicagotribune.com   

   Chicago Sun-Times www.suntimes.com  

   St. Louis Post-Dispatch www.stltoday.com  

Galesburg Register-Mail www.galesburg.com  

   Monmouth Daily Review Atlas www.reviewatlas.com  

The Courier (MC) http://mccourier.com    

 

Politics & PS Blogs:  Monkey Cage   http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/ 

Mischiefs of Faction  http://www.mischiefsoffaction.com/  

Pollster    http://www.pollster.com/  

   Wonkblog  http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/  

   Politico   www.politico.com  

Requirements 
Your overall course grade will be determined by the following: 

 Attendance 10% 

Participation  10% 

Short Paper  10% 

 Quizzes (8) 20% 

 Exam 1  15% 

 Exam 2  15% 

 Exam 3  20% 

 

ATTENDANCE (10%) 
You should attend every class, and I will take attendance. Excused absences: provide me with documentation and 

notification in advance for university-sanctioned events, or as soon as possible for illness or family emergency. 

Religious holidays are excused with prior notification. Attendance starts at 103 points. Missing class is -3 points. 

 

Punctuality is crucial. Being late is -1 point and may prevent you from taking a quiz that day. Arriving after 30 minutes 

will be absent. You may take one unexcused absence without penalty, excluding exam days.  

 

PARTICIPATION (10%) 
Your participation grade requires respectful engagement in class discussions and activities. I expect you to read all 

required readings and to come to class ready to discuss the material. Class sessions will involve a mixture of lecture, 

activities, and discussion. Talking 3-4 times per week would max out your participation at 100%. 

 

Learning to feel comfortable expressing yourself in class settings is an important professional skill to practice, especially 

if you are uncomfortable with public speaking. However, I’m open to finding alternative means for you to engage with 

http://nkalmoe.wordpress.com/american-politics/
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http://www.cnn.com/
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course material if needed (e.g. weekly reading responses by email or in office hours). Please talk with me about if you 

wish to pursue alternate means of participation. 

 

Please ask questions, challenge the assumptions in the reading and politely disagree with your classmates or me.  

Remember to listen to and reflect on everyone's contributions. I’m interested in hearing how your life experiences and 

knowledge intersect with topics we’re in class. Please share your perspectives!  

 

TALK-BACK PAPER (10%) – Due April 11 
At the mid-point in the class, you will write a short paper of 700-800 words analyzing politics & advocating your views 

on a big question in class. Instructions will be posted on the class webpage. Late papers are penalized 10 percent per day. 

 

The purpose of the paper and in-class discussions is to encourage critical reflection on the readings & class content. As 

long as your contributions meet modest standards (please proofread & spell-check!), I will not base evaluations on 

eloquence of writing or speaking. I will evaluate them on evidence that you completed all of the readings, as well as 

evidence that you reflected critically upon them, the quality of those reflections, and adherence to instructions. 

 

READING QUIZZES (20%) 
To prep you for the content and style of exams and to keep you accountable for assigned readings, we will have 8 short 

quizzes throughout the semester. Each will cover reading and lecture material since the previous quiz up through the 

readings assigned for the day. Quizzes will take place at the start of class.  

 

If a quiz is given when you are excused (or if it’s your one free absence) it is not counted against you and will not be 

made up. Lowest quiz score is dropped. Your overall quiz score average all of your counted quizzes. Missed quizzes 

that are neither excused nor your one unexcused absence will be scored zero.  

 

EXAMS 1, 2, & 3 (15%, 15%, 20%)  

We’ll have three exams over the semester. Exams are in-class, closed book. Multiple choice, fill-in-blank, matching, 

short-answer, & short essay. Study guides will be posted. If you do at least 5% better than your previous exam, I’ll add 

5% to your score on the previous exam. Exams can only be rescheduled for excused absences. Not cumulative. 

 

Course Engagement Expectations: (hours may vary week to week) 

In class activities (15 weeks of classes + final exam)                         2.5 hours/week 

Reading & class prep                                                                          4 hours/week 

Paper            1 hour/week 

Exam & quiz preparation                                                                    3.5 hours/week 

Total                                                                                                   11.0 hours/week 

 

Grading 

Grade scale:  A (93-100), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ (77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72), D+ (67-69), 

D (63-66), D- (60-62), F (<60).  A’s are reserved for excellent and exceptional work, B’s suggest your work is very good, 

C’s range are for satisfactory work.   

 

I am a resource for you, along with your classmates.  If you have questions about reading material, lecture content, 

quizzes, quizzes, or exams, I encourage you to talk with other students, come to office hours, and/or make an 

appointment with me.  I will respond to emails within 24 hours, but usually much sooner. Please include “American 

Politics” in the subject line so I can prioritize your email. This class will challenge you, but I will help you meet it.  

 

In the Classroom 

No computers & silence phones, please. Beverages are OK if they have tops to prevent spilling. No food. Thanks! If I am 

unable to make it to class, I will let you know in advance. If I have not appeared after 10 minutes, you may go 

 

Academic Honesty 

Quizzes, exams, & papers must be the student's own work. Plagiarism, i.e., copying someone else's work without giving 

credit, is to be avoided. Such copying--from a book, another classmate's paper, or any other source--is dishonest. 
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At Monmouth College we view academic dishonesty as a threat to the integrity and intellectual mission of our institution. 

Any breach of the academic honesty policy – either intentionally or unintentionally - will be taken seriously and may 

result not only in failure in the course, but in suspension or expulsion from the college. It is each student’s responsibility 

to read, understand and comply with the general academic honesty policy at Monmouth College, as defined in the Scots 

Guide (http://department.monm.edu/stuserv/student-handbook/academic.htm) and to the specific guidelines for each 

course, as elaborated on the professor’s syllabus.  

 

The following areas are examples of violations of the academic honesty policy:  

1. Cheating on tests, labs, etc;  

2. Plagiarism, i.e., using the words, ideas, writing, or work of another without giving appropriate credit; 

3. Improper collaboration between students, i.e., not doing one’s own work on outside assignments unspecified as group 

projects by the instructor; 

4. Submitting work previously submitted in another course, without previous authorization by the instructor. 

(This list is not intended to be exhaustive.) 

 

It is my policy to enforce the College’s academic regulations concerning plagiarism and other forms of academic 

dishonesty. If you have any questions on this, please see me.   

 

Disability Services 
Any student who feels she or he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should the Disability 

Services at tlc@monmouthcollege.edu in the Teaching and Learning Center on the 2nd floor of Poling Hall, to establish 

eligibility and coordinate reasonable accommodations.  Please meet with me early in the semester to discuss the 

implications related to this course and bring your documentation from DS.  I will work with you to make the necessary 

arrangements.  For more information: http://www.monmouthcollege.edu/life/disability-services  

 

Writing Center 
The MC Writing Center offers unlimited, free peer tutoring sessions for students at MC. Peer writing tutors work with 

writers from any major, of any writing ability, on any type of writing assignment, and at any stage of their writing 

processes, from planning to drafting to revising to editing. They are on the 3rd floor of Mellinger Teaching and Learning 

Center, open Sunday-Thursday 7-10pm and Monday-Thursday 3-5pm on a first-come, first-served basis.  No appointment 

necessary!  Learn more on the Writing Center website: http://blogs.monm.edu/writingatmc/writing-center/ 

 

College Counseling Services 

Monmouth College Counseling Services assists students in addressing personal, social, career, and study problems that 

can interfere with your academic progress and success.  All services are free and can include individual and group 

counseling, crisis consultations, and wellness groups. The Counseling Center is in the lower level of Poling Hall, and you 

can schedule an appointment there, by calling Student Affairs at x2114, or by email hfisher@monmouthcollege.edu or 

cbeadles@monmouthcollege.edu.  The website is: http://www.monmouthcollege.edu/life/residence-life/counseling-

services In an emergency, please immediately call 911 and campus security at 309-337-5708. 

 

A Personal Note 

Many of you are just starting college and this is an exciting time. You’ll have opportunities to meet new people and try 

new things. As you do, take care of yourself and your friends, and always be considerate to others. By supporting each 

other and looking out for one another, we can make college greater for everyone. 

  

http://department.monm.edu/stuserv/student-handbook/academic.htm
mailto:tlc@monmouthcollege.edu
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http://www.monmouthcollege.edu/life/residence-life/counseling-services
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
Underlined readings are on course webpage (http://nkalmoe.wordpress.com/american-politics/) 

Topic by Week Reading Notable Dates 

Intro & Election 2012/2016  
MWF: Jan 11, 13, 15 

Logic: Note to Students, p. xxxvii-xxxviii  

Logic: Ch. 11, p. 480-523 (Fri) 

 

MWF: Jan 18, 20, 22 

 
Gamble: Ch. 1 & 2, p. 1-31 (Mon) 

Gamble: Ch. 3, p. 32-63 (Wed) 

Gamble: Ch. 4, p. 64-96 (Fri) 

ReadQuiz 1 (Mon) Logic 11, 

Gamble 1-2 

 

 

MWF: Jan 25, 27, 29 

 
Gamble: Ch. 5, p. 97-140 (Mon) 

Gamble: Ch. 6, p. 141-173 (Fri) 

ReadQuiz 2 (Fri) Gamble 3-6 

 
MWF: Feb 1, 3, 5 

 
Gamble: Ch. 7, p. 174-225 (Mon) 

Gamble: Ch. 8, p. 226-242 (Wed) 

2016 article 

Exam Review (Wed)  

 

EXAM 1, Fri. Feb 5   

The Logic of Politics  

M: Feb 8 

Logic: Ch. 1, p. 1-38 (Mon) 

Feuding Fathers article (Mon) 
 

The Constitution 

WF: Feb 10, 12 

M: Feb 15 

Logic: Ch. 2, p. 40-85 (Wed) 

Logic: U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights, p. 

699-714 (Fri) 

ReadQuiz 3 (Wed) Logic 1-2 

 

Federalism 

WF: Feb 17, 19 

M: Feb 22 

Logic: Ch. 3, p. 86-127 (Wed) 

Drinking Age articles (Fri) 
 

Civil Liberties  

WF: Feb 24, 26 

 

Logic: Ch. 5, p. 182-227 (Wed) 

Free Speech & Guns articles (Fri) 
ReadQuiz 4 (Fri) Logic 3 & 5, 

Drink/Speech/Guns articles 

Civil Rights 

MW: Feb 29, Mar 2 

 

Logic: Ch. 4, p. 128-180 (Mon) 

 
No class Friday, March 4 

Spring Break! Mar 5-13 

Equality Today? 

MWF: Mar 14, 16, 18 

Between the World, Pt 1 (p. 1-71) (Mon) 

Between the World, Pt 2 (p. 75-132) (Fri) 

ReadQuiz 5 (Fri) Logic 4, 

BTW 

MW: Mar 21, 23 Between the World, Pt 3 (p. 135-152) (Mon) 

Privilege article (Mon) 

Exam Review (Mon)  

No class Friday, March 25 

EXAM 2, Wed. Mar 23   

The Congress 

WF: Mar 30, Apr 1 

M: Apr 4 

Logic: Ch. 6, p. 230-297 (Wed) 

Obamacare article (Mon) 
No class Monday, March 28 

 

 

The Presidency 

W: Apr 6 

M: Apr 11 

Logic: Ch. 7, p. 298-345 (Wed) 

Foreign policy article (Mon) 

ReadQuiz 6 (Mon) Logic 6-7 

No class Friday, April 8 

PAPER due Mon. Apr 11 

The Bureaucracy 

WF: Apr 13, 15 

 

Logic: Ch. 8, p. 346-391 (Wed) 

 
 

 

The Federal Judiciary 

MW: Apr 18, 20 

Logic: Ch. 9, p. 392-433 (Mon) 

 

ReadQuiz 7 (Mon) Logic 8-9 

No class Friday, April 22 

Political Parties 

MW: Apr 25, 27 

Logic: Ch. 12, p. 524-573 (Mon) 

 
 

 

Interest Groups  

F: Apr 29 

M: May 2 

Logic: Ch. 13, p. 577-613 (Fri) 

 
ReadQuiz 8 (Fri) Logic 12-13 

 

Conclusions & Review 

Wed: May 4 

 Exam Review (Wed)  

 

EXAM 3, Friday, May 6 Friday, May 6, 9 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  

Syllabus Revisions:  This syllabus is subject to revision by the instructor with written or verbal notice given in class. 

http://nkalmoe.wordpress.com/american-politics/

